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Integrated Care System (ICS) legislation

1  What is your name?

Name:
Peter Prokopa

2  In what capacity are you responding?

In what capacity are you responding?:
Other (Please specify below)

If you have selected 'Other', please specify::
Local Pharmaceutical Committee

3  Are you responding on behalf of an organisation?

Yes

Organisation name::
South Staffordshire Local Pharmaceutical Committee

Email::
peter@southstaffslpc.co.uk

4  Do you agree that giving ICSs a statutory footing from 2022, alongside other legislative proposals, provides the right foundation for the NHS
over the next decade?

Agree

If you have any specific comments or additional information to provide, please provide it in the text box below::

We agree with this, provided there are systems in place to ensure that the improved outcomes for all stakeholders are in fact realised; we also have
concerns about primary care commissioning and specifically how this may impact the commissioning of community pharmacy services, including how the
sector can maximise its impact on reducing health inequalities within the population.

5  Do you agree that option 2 offers a model that provides greater incentive for collaboration alongside clarity of accountability across
systems, to Parliament and most importantly, to patients?

Agree

If you have any specific comments or additional information to provide, please provide it in the text box below::

Yes, in principle as long as funding distribution is fair and takes account of national contracts.

6  Do you agree that, other than mandatory participation of NHS bodies and Local Authorities, membership should be sufficiently permissive
to allow systems to shape their own governance arrangements to best suit their populations needs?

Disagree

If you have any specific comments or additional information to provide, please provide it in the text box below::

Although agreeing with the general principle of some permissive membership of these bodies, here needs to be guaranteed representation of
Community Pharmacy and other Primary Care Providers (Dentists, Optometrists) on the Boards at ICS and PLACE. This would provide a sound
environment for genuine integration alongside the necessary transparency to ensure appropriate commissioning and prioritisation of services and fair
access to all Providers for benefit of patients.

7  Do you agree, subject to appropriate safeguards and where appropriate, that services currently commissioned by NHSE should be either
transferred or delegated to ICS bodies?

Neutral

If you have any specific comments or additional information to provide, please provide it in the text box below::

Without some clarity on what those safeguards might be, it would be difficult to agree with this statement; such an arrangement could present significant 
risks to service provision as well as allowing local flexibility to commission services to meet local needs. The current structure of community pharmacy



funding also includes a significant benefit to the NHS and government funding through the competitive purchasing of generic medicines; the principle of
national funding for community pharmacy ensures consistent delivery of service and a fair share of available funding for all contractors for the services
delivered to patients.
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